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Mugla Town Hall COP
15 May 2025, Mentese - Mugla

As representatives of local governments, public institutions, scientific communities,
professional organizations, civil society organizations and non-governmental organizations
participating in the Mugla Local Stakeholders Conference (Town Hall COP), we have come
together to assess the current progress in combating climate change, discuss climate targets,
develop local climate actions, align with national goals and plans, produce sustainable
solutions, share best practices and strengthen cooperation at local level.

+ Following 2024, the year when the 1.5°C global average temperature limit set by the
Paris Agreement was exceeded, adapting to the changing climate and combating the
effects of the climate crisis have become essential.

+ The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, the Paris Agreement
and the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals have become more significant than ever
before.

+ It is anticipated that global warming will affect cities situated in the Mediterranean
Basin through extreme weather events, heatwaves, increased forest fires and
droughts, sea-level rise, coastal erosion, and, as a result, loss of biodiversity and
agricultural productivity, along with diminished tourism revenues.

+ As a coastal city situated in the Eastern Mediterranean Basin, we acknowledge that
Mugla is expected to be one of the most vulnerable and fragile cities to the impacts
of climate change.

+ We acknowledge that the climate crisis poses a significant threat to our environment,
including natural and cultural assets, water, air, soil, ecosystems, coastal areas, food
security, agriculture, tourism, and other activities, as well as infrastructure, economy,
and public health.

+ We commend Mugla Metropolitan Municipality’s target to reduce carbon emissions
by at least 40% by 2030, in line with the IPCC’s goal of keeping global warming
below 1.5°C to avoid the worst impacts of climate change, reduce carbon emissions
and achieve net-zero emissions globally.

+ We appreciate Mugla Metropolitan Municipality's participatory and transparent
approach to involving all relevant stakeholders in the formulation of environmental
and climate policies.
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In this context, while protecting the right to life for future generations, we demand the
following:

>

Accelerate ongoing efforts for climate adaptation and resilience to climate induced
disasters in Mugla.

Continue enhancing concrete measures to protect vital carbon sinks, such as forests,
wetlands, pastures, marine ecosystems, and seagrasses.

Implement measures and carry out awareness raising activities to prevent
environmental pollution caused by waste, including single-use plastics.

Ensure that the necessary energy is supplied through renewable energy investments
like wind and solar, while safeguarding the protection of natural areas within a
broader ecosystem planning framework.

Ensure that fundamental needs, such as energy production, transmission, and
distribution, are managed publicly and on a non-profit basis.

Formulate strategies for transitioning from fossil fuel-based sectors (such as thermal
power plants and mining) to alternative economic activities.

Establish a participatory, democratic, and transparent dialogue platform for a just
transition, while safeguarding workers' rights within this framework.

» Improve air quality and public health by phasing out fossil fuels.

» Raise public awareness via educational and informational activities on climate

change mitigation and adaptation.

Support the endeavours of civil society organisations, non-governmental
organizations and citizen initiatives (e.g., scientific communities, educational
institutions, professional bodies, city councils, and unions) regarding climate change.

Enhance the energy efficiency of existing buildings and promote the construction of
new carbon-neutral buildings.

Plan urban design to mitigate the urban heat island effect by establishing air corridors,
enhancing green spaces within cities, and promoting the use of light-colored surface
materials.

Ensure that water resources are not viewed as commercial commodities but are
instead protected and enhanced. Promote water harvesting, greywater systems, and
xeriscaping.
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Establish climate-resilient infrastructure to combat floods, rising sea levels, drought,
and forest fires; preserve buffer zones within and surrounding the city.

Incorporate provisions into zoning plans for the development of climate-adaptive
living spaces.

Minimise transport-related carbon emissions and encourage low-carbon transport
options, such as cycling.

Minimise agricultural greenhouse gas emissions and promote regenerative
agricultural practices.

Prioritise agricultural production concerning food security, food assurance, and food
sovereignty.

Develop policies aimed at vulnerable and fragile groups that are most likely to be
affected by climate change, such as women, children, the elderly, individuals with
chronic illnesses, those with disabilities, and workers.

Plan coastlines to ensure climate resilience, prioritising public and ecological
benefits.

Seek financial resources and funding necessary to expedite the transition to a low-
carbon and climate-resilient city and society.

Promote the objectives and requirements set out in the Mugla Climate Declaration at
both national and international levels.

Organise the Local Stakeholders Conference (Town Hall COP) each spring to assess
ongoing efforts.



